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Army commander-in-chief and former military dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet has begun lobbying
the legislature against a constitutional reform proposed by President Patricio Aylwin which would
restore executive control over the military. In statements to members of the Chamber of Deputies
Jan. 6, Pinochet called the proposed reform "disturbing." According to Pinochet, the reform "would
allow political considerations to influence appointments, promotions and retirement of officers, thus
negatively affecting the independence of [military] institutions and impeding their ability to fulfill
their constitutional mission." The reform would give the president, as chief of state, exclusive power
to rotate or retire officers, even permitting him to remove Gen. Pinochet. The 1980 constitution
written by the military regime (1973-1990) stipulated that Pinochet would continue as commander-
in- chief of the 65,000-member Army for eight years after leaving the presidency in 1990. In his
address, Pinochet told the Chamber of Deputies: "We in the military do not interfere and do not
want to interfere in political affairs. We are conscious of our role to uphold democracy and we know
that the only valid way to do that is to scrupulously maintain our independence and avoid politics."
In response, civilian Defense Minister Patricio Rojas said the government does not aim to politicize
the military, but rather to restore complete subordination of the armed forces to the executive.
In statements to reporters Jan. 14, Aylwin asserted that the armed forces cannot be independent
because the constitution calls for military subordination to the Chief Executive and to the Minister of
Defense. "I am concerned about these theories of an independent military," he said, adding that the
army is not "independent" in any democratic country in the world. [Sources: Agence France-Presse,
01/06/93, Inter Press Service, 01/08/93; El Mercurio (Chile), Spanish news service EFE, 01/15/93; La
Epoca (Chile), 01/15/93, 01/18/93]
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